
       What’s new in the HDMI 1.4 specification?

• HDMI Ethernet Channel
• Audio Return Channel
• High Resolution 3D TV Over HDMI support
• 4K x 2K Resolution Support
• Expanded Color Space Support
• Micro HDMI Connector (Type D)
• Automotive Connection System (Type E)

       Will any of the new HDMI 1.4 features  
       require a new cable?
The HDMI Ethernet Channel feature will require a new cable that 
supports this functionality, either a Standard Speed HDMI Cable with 
Ethernet or a High Speed HDMI Cable with Ethernet, depending on the 
maximum resolution to be supported. The Automotive Connection 
System will also employ a new class of cable, the Standard Automo-
tive HDMI cable, which is designed specifically for automotive use. All 
of the other new HDMI 1.4 features will be compatible with the 
existing categories of cables.

        Are HDMI 1.4 devices going to be  
        backwards-compatible with older HDMI 
        v.1.0 - 1.3c) devices?
Yes, devices built to the HDMI 1.4 specification will be fully 
backwards-compatible with existing HDMI devices and their features.

        Can older HDMI (v.1.0 - 1.3) devices be  
        firmware-upgraded to take advantage of   
        the new features introduced in HDMI 1.4?
Probably not. Most of the new features introduced in HDMI 1.4 will 
require a new HDMI chip to enable, and cannot be upgraded via 
firmware.

       Will I need a new cable to support HDMI 
       Ethernet Channel functionality?
Yes. The HDMI Ethernet Channel feature will require a new type of 
cable, either a Standard HDMI Cable with Ethernet or a High-Speed 
HDMI Cable with Ethernet, depending on the maximum resolution to 
be supported. 

        Will I need a new cable to support Audio 
        Return Channel functionality?
No.  Audio Return Channel enabled devices can be connected via  
existing HDMI cables.

        What will I be able to do with an Audio 
        Return Channel enabled device?
If your HDTV has a built-in tuner, DVD player, or other digital content 
source, the Audio Return Channel allows the TV to send audio data 
“upstream” to your A/V receiver, eliminating the need for a separate 
audio cable in this type of configuration. Audio Return Channel 
enabled TVs can either send or receive audio via the HDMI link, 
giving you greater flexibility in how you set up your home theater 
equipment and making a separate upstream audio link unnecessary.

        What kind of cable will I need to use for 
        3D over HDMI?
3DTV requires substantial bandwidth to support the increase of 
necessary information so you’ll want to use a High Speed HDMI 
cable (with or without Ethernet capability).

        What does 4K x 2K refer to?

4K x 2K is a term used to describe displays with resolutions that are 
essentially four times that of a 1080p device – or roughly 4,000 lines 
wide by 2,000 lines high. The HDMI 1.4 specification supports 
multiple 4K x 2K formats, the most popular formats adopted by 
digital cinemas are:

• 3,840 pixels wide by 2,160 pixels high @ 24Hz | 25Hz | 30Hz
• 4,096 pixels wide by 2,160 pixels high @ 24Hz

        What kind of cable will I need to use 
        for a 4K x 2K display?
A High Speed HDMI Cable (with or without Ethernet capability).
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         What kinds of products will use a Micro   
         HDMI (Type D) Connector?
Mobile phones, portable media players, digital cameras, or any 
portable device where space is at a premium and HDMI quality is 
desired.

         Is the Micro HDMI Connector a 19-pin 
         connector just like the Standard and     
         Mini HDMI connectors?
Yes. The Micro HDMI Connector does everything a standard connec-
tor does – it’s just smaller.

         Will the Micro HDMI Connector support 
         all the new HDMI 1.4 features?
Yes, with the exception of video resolution, which will be limited 
to 1080p.

         Will the old manufacturing tools 
         adopted for HDMI 1.3 be compatible 
         with HDMI 1.4?
Yes, except for the HDMI cable with Ethernet.  Ethernet capability 
will require a new cable with additional conductors – the cables O.D. 
and flexibility will likely be changed.

         Does HDMI 1.4 integrate the connector    
         with the locking interface?
No. But the Type E Automotive HDMI cable has introduced a connec-
tor with shell assemblies both on the plug and receptacle, and a 
locking tab to hold the cable in the receptacle once inserted, similar 
to the sort of interlock tabs seen on most of automobile wiring 
harness connectors.
      

          

         How can I tell if the HDMI cable meets 
the     HDMI 1.4 specification if there is no 
          description on the package?
The product’s packaging will be marked with one of five current 
categories and HDMI Licensing, LLC will regulate the logos for each 
category.

         When will Ultralink be ready with 
         HDMI 1.4 cables?
Current Ultralink cables meet the HDMI 1.4 standards.  Specially-
marked packages will be available soon, new packaging will be 
appearing as soon as the CTS (Compliance Test Specifications) has 
been announced by HDMI LIcensing, LLC.

         When will HDMI 1.4 adopted 
         products be sold in the market?
All information and published materials indicate we should see 
products adopting the new version as early as first quarter  2010.

         Will HDMI 1.3 and HDMI 1.4 cables 
         coexist in the market?
This is a decision that will be made by individual manufacturers and 
the marketplace.  Some manufacturer’s cables already meet or 
exceed the 1.4 standard, making the question moot.

         Does this mean Ethernet Enabled 
         HDMI cables will replace all HDMI  
         cable without Ethernet?
It is difficult to say at this time.  Depending pricing and consumer 
preference, concurrent product lines may survive – or all installers 
may prefer a single product type.
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